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Dennis Saver, MD, FAAFP of Vero Beach, 
FL, passed away Wednesday, July 21, 2021.  
Dr. Saver, 68, was President of FAFP in 2004 
and was an inspirational leader and beloved 
husband, father, friend and colleague.  There 
really is no way to accurately describe what 
he meant to not only the FAFP but family 
medicine and his patients as whole.  Howev-
er, the tributes provided by the following 
three family medicine leaders speaks for 
itself and fittingly honors one of the greatest 
leaders in FAFP history.  Dr. Saver, you will 
missed but never forgotten! 

“Dennis Saver was a true friend and 
colleague who will be missed dearly. Serving 
with him on the FAFP BOD and as AAFP 
delegate was an honor. He always challenged 
us to consider the opposite side of an issue 
and make sure we weren’t missing any 
hidden, unintentional consequences in our 
decisions, especially anything he thought 
would negatively affect good patient care. 
My last conversation with Dennis was when 
he called me as he was heading to Tallahas-
see for another Doctor-of-the-Day session a 
couple months before his passing. We shared 
that we would be passing each other on the 
highway as I was going to be in Ft. Pierce 
while he was in Tallahassee. We chatted that 
day about whether he would qualify to be 
promoted to Clinical Professor even though 
he was retired (for the most part). Of course 

he qualified, having served many years on 
the faculty of FSU at our Ft. Pierce campus, 
contributed to the development of several 
areas of our curriculum, and received several 
awards from our students who loved him. 
Caring for underserved patients in his 
practice and in the We Care Program, he was 
a role model for our medical students. We 
need more physicians like Dennis Saver, who 
not only provided patient-centered, quality 
care, but also focused on providing service to 
all patients, including advocating for them at 
the state and national level, represented the 
profession in organized medicine and was a 
caring friend.” 
- Alma Littles, MD (FAFP President 1999)

“As a third-year medical student, I first met 
Dr. Saver in 2004, at the FAFP ugly holiday 
sweater competition. I saw his name badge 
and immediately accosted him, stating 
“You’re from Vero Beach; I’m from Vero 
Beach!” From that moment on, Dr. Saver 
took me under his wing and became my 
mentor, role model, and most importantly 
friend.  During my rotation with Dr. Saver 
the following year, I witnessed him notori-
ously run behind in clinic to care for each 
patient to the fullest, round in the hospital on 
his patients every morning, perform bone 
marrow biopsies in the hospital, round in the 
nursing home, volunteer at the free clinic, 
and even instruct Tai Chi on Saturdays.          

I was and continue to be inspired by how he 
practiced medicine, cared for his patients, 
advocated for others, and led by the heart. Dr. 
Saver was truly one of a kind.” 
- Carrie Vey, MD (FAFP President Elect)

“I miss you Dennis, more than you could 
know! You have been my older brother for so 
many years. We shared our lives for decades 
having traveled identical roads in so many 
ways both professionally and personally. I 
continue to try and follow your footsteps, but 
you've made it challenging, setting the bar 
high.  In our many conversations, you gave 
me glimpses into the Dennis behind the 
stethoscope. You always talked about 'the 
boys' and lived each of their lives through 
them. You always had a critique but were so 
very proud of them. You talked endlessly 
about Jeannie and with such warmth. (If she 
only knew!)  You talked about your patients 
and the challenges each of them presented. I 
remain convinced that the more obstinate and 
stubborn the patient, the more you loved 
them and tried harder. I miss you brother. You 
will always by my benchmark.” - Dennis 
Mayeaux, MD (FAFP President 2009-10)

Dr. Saver is survived by his wife of 40 years 
Jeannie Nelson Saver; children Matt, Daniel 
(m. Liz Irby), and Ben (m. Sarah Kiley); one 
grandchild and a second on the way. 
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